
HISTORICAL FICTION FILM PROJECT
Why use film to learn about history?
Our exposure to events from the past, and our understanding of how others have responded to the challenges of history shapes our thinking and the formation of our character.  Most people continue to learn about the past long after high school, very often through films. This project is intended to lead you to reflect on learning about the past from films and to develop skills with which to evaluate a moviemaker’s interpretation of history and therefore, its impact on you.  
Choosing a movie

It is your responsibility to find and access the film you have chosen through online streaming, DVD rental, borrowing from a library, or ordering (2 months in advance) through your curriculum allotment. You have a wide variety of films to choose from and the films range from unrated to those rated R. Choose appropriately. Any and all film viewing is optional. Please note that students can earn 100% without watching any movies. All suggested films have been identified by the time period and historical context. Your mentor teachers have not watched nor reviewed many of the films. PARENTS are required to review and approve any film before a student watches it. Other films identified by your parent MAY be an acceptable substitute, if preapproved by your mentor teacher. Only two of the films may be movies that you have previously seen. If you pick a movie you have already seen, you must watch it again specifically for this assignment.  
Reflection and analysis questions

30/100 monthly grade points are possible depending on quality of responses and level of effort. Spelling and grammar errors WILL affect your grade. 

Each film reflection and analysis project will require you to complete 5 extended responses: Three are required and two are from a list of choices. 

The response to some questions may require independent research.  If you cite specific facts in your response to any of these questions, provide citations to sources for those facts using www.bibme.com in MLA format. 
You must choose and access a film for these credit points at the beginning of the month. Film reviews will not be accepted after the scheduled progress meeting. 
Each time you view a film for this project take several short three to five minute breaks to take notes of answers to the questions. If you take notes while the film is running, make sure that your note taking doesn’t interfere with carefully watching the film.   

All responses should be in the form of complete sentences using proper grammar and correct spelling.  Questions need to be answered completely and comprehensively, demonstrating that you paid attention to the movie and thought about what was shown on the screen. The suggested lengths of responses that follow each question are simply guidelines.  You can write more if that is necessary for a complete response.
You are encouraged to watch films together in small groups and to discuss the movies with others who have seen them, including your parents.  However, the responses need to be in your own words using your own voice, written separately from other students.
An example of a good response to question  # 1 for the movie Iron Jawed Angels is set out below:

Iron Jawed Angels is a film about the final push for an amendment to the U.S. Constitution giving women the right to vote. It is the story of a group of radical suffragists, led by Alice Paul, who kept on picketing the White House, even when the United States was fighting the First World War and most people called upon the suffragists to stop in the name of national unity. The government arrested and imprisoned the picketers on false charges. The suffragists were mistreated by their jailers.  When they protested the mistreatment, the women were put into solitary confinement.  Their response was to go on a hunger strike.  The government then brutally force fed them. The public uproar that occurred when word of the mistreatment got out was a major factor in forcing President Wilson to actively support a constitutional amendment giving women the right to vote. The period covered by the movie begins in 1912, when Alice Paul first came to Washington, D.C. to lobby for the amendment, and ends in1920, when the 19th Amendment to the Constitution was adopted.
Choose all 3 answers from the list below:
1. REQUIRED Indicate the title of the film, and the length of the film/total episodes. Write a brief summary of the main plot describing the historical event, real or fictional, which is the focus of the film. Your summary should indicate where and when the event takes place.  Suggested length of response, one long paragraph.

2. REQUIRED Describe two events or portrayals in the story that, on the whole, accurately reflect what actually happened. (This may require research.  Google: Historical accuracy of_____) Suggested length of response, one paragraph.
3. REQUIRED Describe two events or portrayals in the story that, on the whole, do not accurately reflect historical facts as you have learned them.  For any historical inaccuracies, describe what really happened. (This may require research.  Google: Historical accuracy of_____)
Suggested length of response, one paragraph
Choose 2 more questions to answer from the list below:

4. Name and describe the protagonist and the antagonist in this story. Remember that the antagonist isn’t always a person.  It can also be nature, an institution, a condition of society, a personality trait of the protagonist, or a problem in the relationship between the protagonist and another person. The antagonist is whoever or whatever the protagonist must overcome in the conflict described in the story. Your description of each should include their role in the story and some of their important character traits.  Suggested length of response, two paragraphs.
5. In the story told by the movie, what is the main conflict and how is it resolved?  Suggested length of response, one paragraph.
6. Describe two events in the story in which the protagonist acts in order to resolve the main conflict. Suggested length of response, one paragraph.
7. Stories of people and time periods have the potential to help us think about how we hope we might respond in a similar circumstance. Describe one scene from the film that stands out in your mind and has impacted your thinking about this period of history. Also, describe how you hope you would respond if you were a character in that scene. Since this question asks about your personal experience, you may respond in the first person.  All other responses should be in the third person. Suggested length of response, two paragraphs.
8. Pick one of the following factors that play an important role in the story. They are: political, economic, religious, social, and ideological.  How does the film reflect the factor you identified? Be specific. Suggested length of response, one paragraph.
9. Describe a lesson that viewers can learn from this story that they can apply to their own lives, either as citizens or in their relations with family and friends. Detail the events that relate to this lesson.  Suggested length of response, one to three paragraphs.
10. Given the fact that the audience will take away from this film an impression of the historical events portrayed in the movie, do you think that on the whole, this film improves the viewer’s understanding of the historical events as they actually occurred?  Justify your conclusion. Suggested length of response, one to two paragraphs.

This Worksheet adapted from work by James Frieden, TWM, inspired by a lesson plan submitted by Suzanne Paulazzo from Leland High School located in San Jose, California.
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	Time Period
	Films 


	Reconstruction; 
Westward Expansion, 
Industrialization & Urbanization 
(1865-1900)


	Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman Ken 
We Shall Remain: Trail of Tears
The Men who Built America 

Empires of Industry: Black Gold

Far and Away (PG13)
The Miracle Worker (Hoopla)

North and South (BBC)

Princess Kaiulani

Bramwell

Isle of Hope, Isle of Tears

Sweet Land (2006)

Hester Street?


	The Progressive Era;  
American Imperialism; 
WW1 
Roaring Twenties (1900-1929)


	The Year We Were Famous

Winds of Kitty Hawk

The FBI Story

It’s a Wonderful Life

	
	Tucker: the man and his Dream

J. Edgar (R for language)

The Untouchables (TV Series)

Amelia (PG)

	
	

	17. The Great Depression (1929-1940)


	Places in the Heart

Cinderella Man

The Grapes of Wrath

The Journey of Natty Gann

Off Mice and Men

Entertaining Angels: Dorothy Day

	
	

	18. The US in World War ll (1941-1945)


	Tuskeegee Airmen

Flyboys

Tora! Tora!

A Midnight Clear 
Midway  
Patton  
	Casablanca 
Fat Man and Little Boy 
Truman 
Tuskegee Airmen  
Pearl Harbor

Monuments Men

	
	

	19. Post-War World; The Cold War (1946-1960) 


	Apollo 13 
Hiroshima Maiden
Best Years of Our Lives

The Majestic
	Driving Miss Daisy

October Sky

West Side Story

	Protests, Activism and Civil Disobedience (1950-1973)


	The Butler
Selma

Ruby Bridges (Hoopla)

The Jackie Robinson Story  
The Long Walk Home 
The Help
Mississippi Burning

In the Heat of the Night
To Kill a Mockingbird

Malcom X

	22. The 1970s (1969-1979)


	Ghosts of Mississippi 
All the President's Men
Pursuit of Happyness
Reagan

The Reagans

	23. The Rise of Political Conservatism; Contemporary America (1980-2013)


	Courage Under Fire  

Stand and Deliver (1988)

United 93
My Name is Kahn
Wall Street

Under the Same Moon (2007) 
Outsourced



	
	


Film Project Contract
to be turned in with film project
Name:_____________________________________________  Month:____________
Film Selection: __________________________________________
Film Rating (circle one):  NR  G  PG  PG-13 R
(Choose wisely!  Research your film first and determine exactly how you will acquire it.  Your noted selection above is the film you are expected to watch for this project and may not be substituted.)
I have read and understand each of the instructions. __________________(student)

My selection has parental approval. _________________(parent)  I understand that it is my responsibility to research my film selection and to discuss any film with my parents before viewing. 

I understand that plagiarized information will NOT receive any credit and may lead to other disciplinary action.  Plagiarism includes copying intentionally, or not, from the Internet or another student.  If I view or discuss the film with another student, I will be careful to ensure that my responses are in my own words and voice.

I understand that if I am unable to view my own parent-approved film selection, I will complete other available assignments to earn the required learning points for this month.
I understand that I must turn in written responses to the questions during my monthly progress meeting in order to receive any credit for this assignment.  Late submissions will NOT be accepted and my grade will be affected accordingly.

I understand that I will need to make use of my resources (the library, the Internet, the text) in order to successfully complete this project.

I understand that the due dates for this project are not flexible.

x____________________________  Date_______________

student’s signature





x____________________________  Date_______________

parent/guardian’s signature approving selection of the film
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